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secret laughter. “Us got all the
advantage, and Old Massa think
he got us tied!”

The crowd broke out singing as
they went off to work. The day
didn’t seem hot like it had before.
Their gift song came back into
their memories in pieces, and they
sang about glittering new robes
and harps, and the work flew.

IV

So after a while, freedom came,
Therefore High John de Conquer
has not walked the winds of Amer-
ica for seventy-five years now. His
people had their freedom, their
laugh and their song. They have
traded it to the other Americans for
things they could use like educa-
tion and property, and acceptance.
High John knew that that was the
way it would be, so he could retire
with his secret smile into the soil
of the South and wait.

The thousands upon thousands
of humble people who still believe
in him, that is, in the power of love
and laughter to win by their subtle
power, do John reverence by get-
ting the root of the plant in which
he has taken up his secret dwelling,
and “dressing” it with perfume,
and keeping it on their person, or
in their houses in a secret place. It
is there to help them overcome
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things they feel that they could not
beat otherwise, and to bring them
the laugh of the day. John will
never forsake the weak and the
helpless, nor fail to bring hope to
the hopeless. That is what they be-
lieve, and so they do not worry.
They go on and laugh and sing.
Things are bound to come out
right tomorrow. That is the secret
of Negro song and laughter.

So the brother in black offers to
these United States the source of
courage that endures, and laughter.
High John de Conquer. If the news
from overseas reads bad, and the
nation inside seems like it isstuck in
the Tar Baby, listen hard, and you
will hear John de Conquer treading
on his singing-drum. You will know
then, that no matter how bad
things look now, it will be worse for
those who seek to oppress us. Even
if your hair comes yellow, and your
eyes are blue, John de Conquer will
be working for you just the same.
From his secret place, he is working
for all America now. We are all his
kinfolks. Just be sure our cause is
right, and then you can lean back
and say, “John de Conquer would
know what to do in a case like this,
and then he would finish it off with
a laugh.” )

White America, take a laugh out
of our black mouths, and win! We
give you High John de Conquer.



