HIGH JOHN DE CONQUER

“Of course, High John de Con-
= quer got plenty powerl,” Aunt
Shady Anne Sutton bristled at me
when 1 asked her about him. She
took her pipe out of her mouth and
stared at me out of her deeply
wrinkled face. “I hope youain’tone
of these here smart colored folks
that done got so they don’t believe
nothing, and come here question-
1zing me so you can have something
to poke fun at. Done got shamed of
the things that brought us through.
Make out ’tain’t no such thing
no more.”

When I assured her that that was
not the case, she went on.

“Sho John de Conquer means
power. That’s bound to be so. He
come to teach and tell us. God
don’t leave nobody ignorant, you
child. Don’t care where He drops
‘you down, He puts you on a notice.
He don’t want folks taken advan-
tage of because they don’t know.
Now, back there in slavery time,
us didn’t have no power of protec-
tion, and God knowed it, and put
us under watch-care. Rattlesnakes
never bit no colored folks until
four years after freedom was de-
clared. That was to give us time to
learn and to know. *Course, I don’t
know nothing about slavery per-
sonal like. I wasn’t born till two
yearsafter the Big Surrender. Then
I wasn’t nothing but a infant baby
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when I was born, so I couldn’t
know nothing but what they told
me. My mama told me, and I
know that she wouldn’t mislead
me, how High John de Conquer
helped us out. He had done teached
the black folks so they knowed a
hundred years ahead of time that
freedom was coming. Long before
the white folks knowed anything
about it at all.

“These young Negroes reads they
books and talk about the war free-
ing the Negroes, but Aye, Lord!
A heap sees, but a few knows.
'Course, the war was a lot of help,
but how come the war took place?
They think they knows, but they
don’t. John de Conquer had done
put it into the white folks to give
us our freedom, that’s what. Old
Massa fought against it, but us
could have told him that it wasn’t
no use. Freedom just 4ad to come.
The time set aside for it was there.
That war was just a sign and a sym-
bol of the thing. That’s the truth!
If 1 tell the truth about everything
as good as I do about that, I can
go straight to Heaven without a
prayer.”

Aunt Shady Anne was giving the
inside feeling and meaning to the
outside laughs around John de Con-
quer. He romps, he clowns, and
looks ridiculous, but if you will,
you can read something deeper be-



