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loha de Conquer playing his tricks
of making a way out of no-way.
Hitting a straight lick with a
crooked stick. Winning the iack
pot with no other stake but a laugh.
Fighting a mighty battle without
outside-showing force, and winning
his war from within. Really wia-
ning in a permanent way, for he
was winning with the soul of the
black man whole and free. So he
could use it afterwards. For what
shall it profit a man if he gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?
You would have nothing but a
cruel, vengeful, grasping monster
come to power. John de Conquer
was a bottom-fish. He was deep. He
had the wisdom tooth of the East
in his head. Way over there, where
the sun rises a day ahead of time,
they say that Heaven arms with
love and laughter those it does not
wish to see destroyed. He who car-
ries his heart in his sword must
perish. So says the ultimate law.
High John de Conquer knew a lot
of things like that. He who wins
from within is in the "Be" class.
Be here when the ruthless man
comes, and be here when he is gone.

Moreover, John knew that it is
written where it cannot be erased,
that nothing shall live on human
flesh and prosper. Old Maker said
that before He made any more say-
ings. Even a man-eating tiger and
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lion can teach a person that much.
His flabby muscles and mangy hide
can teach an emperor right from
wrong. If the emperor would only
listen.

II

There is no established[ picture of
what sort of looking-man this lohn
de Conquer was. To some, he.was.
a big, physical-looking man like
John Henry. To others, he was a
litde, hammered-dowr.~, low-built
man like the Devil’s doll-baby.-
Some said that they never heard
what he looked like. Nobody told
them, but he lived on the planta-
tion where, their old folks were
slaves. He is not so well known to
the present generation of colored
people in the same way that he was-
in slavery time. Like King Arthur-
of England, he has served his peo-
ple, and gone back into mystery
again. And, like King ,a~rthur, he is
not dead. He waits to return when
his people shall call again. Symbolic
of English power, Arthnr came out
of the water, and with Excalibur,
went back into the water again.
High John de Conquer went back: -
to Africa, but he left his power here,
and placed his American dwelling
in the root of a certain plant. Only .
possess that root, and he can be .,-
summoned at any time. ..
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